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ACTION FOR MAJORITY RULE IN TAIWAN
P.O. Box 26024
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20005
US.A.
(202) 628-1376

FOR_IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON, D.C., MAY 10, 1978 - The so-called "Supplementary Election" of the
Legislative Yuan of 1975 produced a great number of political prisoners in Taiwan.
The repressive Nationalist regime simply could not tolerate any quest for majority
rule in Taiwan.

Pai Ya-tsan, a young lawyer, is the author of 29 questions of advice to Chiang
Ching-kuo. These 29 questions were rejected in total by the regime, not because
the advice contained elements of "subversion" - one of the charges against Pai -
but because they collectively embarrassed Chiang Ching-kuo. Pai was seized in
October, 1975 when he was distributing his campaign leaflets. After savage tor-
ture, he was sentenced to 1ife imprisonment.

Huang Hua was the menaging editor of the now defunct Taiwan Political Review. His
eloquent appeal for majority rule through a process of peaceful change together
with his active involvement in the Kuo Yu-hsin campaign for the Legislative Yuan
was interpreted by the regime as a great threat to its own survival. Thanks to
the enormous publicity abroad on Huang's case, Huang escaped torture. But he

did not escape political imprisonment. He was given a ten-year term.

By 1975 Yen Ming-shen was a highly promising political star. With the active
assistance of Yang Ching-hai, Yen overwhelmed his Kuomintang opponent in the race
for the Legislative Yuan. Alarmed by Yen's rising popularity, the Nationalist
regime resorted to vote fraud to defeat him. In order to eliminate the Yen/Yang
combination once and for all, the regime decided to throw them into jail after
savage torture. Yang, the master strategist for Yen's campaign, was sentenced to
1ife imprisonment. Yen, the top vote-getter in his constituency, was sentenced
to twelve years.

Pai, Huang, Yen, and Yang are now residents of "Green Island." A small, isolated
islet off the east coast of Taiwan, Green Island is the most fearful tiger cage
in the island of Taiwan. The residents here are mostly "incurable" prisoners of
conscience such as Pai, Huang, Yen, and Yang.

The cases of Pai, Huang, Yen, and Yang were effectively presented in the June 24,

1977 hearing on Human Rights in Taiwan sponsored by the Subcommittee on International
Organizations of the Committee on International Relations of the U.S. House of
Representatives. The presentation was later incorporated in "Human Rights in Taiwan,"
a Congressional document available free of charge by writing to: Committee on
International Relations, U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515.

Please extend your prayers to these brave political victims. Your postcards and
short letters can also reach Pai, Huang, and Yen by writing to:

a ox o
Pai Ya-tsan on 'FE Huang Hua or Yen Ming-shen W, ¥ - £ Bﬂ%’
PO Box 8234/1 ; 44 PO Box 8234/ 2ot By da
Green Island CRA B i H g Green Is]andq- - 13 ‘ﬂifﬂi,g,
Taitung, Taiwan FPEC 8234 K §&  Taitung, Taiwan iPﬂKSAHPiﬂ?E
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