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Taiwan bans pubiication
of new political magazine

By Willlam Armbruster
Special tp
The Christian Science Monitor
T Taipei, Taiwan

The Taiwan Government has banned a
controversial political magazine after five
months ¢f publicatior, indicaling that it will
not tolerate dissent bevand certain bounds.
This wus despite previous indications of 2
move loward liberalization of the commu-
nications media atter the passing of Chiang
Kai-shek.

The Taiwan Political Review, with a ciren-
dation of 15,000 copies, was ordered to stop
publication for one year en charges of *'in-
citing rebellion.” But staff members say they
doubl the Review will ever be publishe
again, .

“No stafl members are known to have been
arrested to date, but deputy editor Chang
Chin4zu faces Irial on charges of corTuption
while 2rving as a local official several years
ago. Fellow staffers note that the indictment
against Mr. Chang was brought only after the
magazine had been banned and they see it as
an atternpt lo attack those associated withit.

The banning of the Review came as no
surprize here. Obscrvers think that the gov-
ernment was reluctant to take action amainst
the mopazine before the Lepic'ative Yuan
clecuions of Tl Pec. 20, fcaring that such

aetin smply wonld iravide the feo indepen-
doenls  tpon-Kunmintang, o reling porty,
members) in the race with an embarricsing
issue with which to attack the government.
These yLiservers also think the government of

Premier Chiang Ching-kuo was reluctant to

.ban the magazine before President Ford's

December trip to China, hut that it was
anxious to have it out of circulation before the
Jonuary issue, fearing that it wouid contain
allegations of ¢lection fraud.

The order banning the inagazine cited as°ls
grounds an arficie analyzing altemnative fu-
lures for Taiwan. The offending materia)
quoted a man identified oniv as Professar 1in
who said: "“The only two ways by which the
Taiwanese can be masters in their own land
are armed rebellion to overthrow the Kuomin-
tang dictatorship or peaceful unification with
the mother]land'® —mainland China.

However, the author of the article, Chiv

 Tsui-liang, wenl on {o eritieize both of

Professor Liu’s proposals, advocating mnstzad
political reform to strengthen Taiwan's posi-
tion in the world community.

Observers say the circumstances behind the
selection of the Chiu article are puzziing,
Professor Chiu, who holds a U.S. passport and
a PhD from an Ameriean university, is known
to be an anti-cornmunist and to hawve con-
nections 'wilh the Kuomintang. He fled to
Hong Kong when {he ban went into effect and
was refuscd permission fo reenter Tawan
early in Jaruary. A Review siaff inember »id
he thinks thel the govermment i not wint to
he put in the embarrussi:g positim af
arrecting suineone with Kuominlang jimhs
whiy elso holds American citizenchip, bul
neither did it want to allow him to circulate
freely in Taipei when his article was he
supposed reason for the ban.



